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Chapter One: Wouldn’t It Be Nice? 
 
The author knows of a skeptic who says, “Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a God? But there isn’t. God is a 
fairy tale and people of faith are delusional.” One traditional Christian response to such skepticism is to 
muster arguments and proofs showing faith is rational. The author’s position is the opposite. While 
there are logically convincing ideas that can lead to faith (see chapter 12), there are no arguments for 
God. Faith is beyond reason (p. 11) beyond our senses (nonsense), and absurd (p. 12).  
 

Modern mind Traditional Apologetics Wilkinson’s position 
Faith is not intellectual and stupid. 

Reason and logic rule. 
Give reasons for faith—prophecy, 

archeology, evidences. 
There are realities beyond what 

sense and reason know. 
There are reasons NOT to have 

faith. There are reasons TO have faith. Have faith without reasons—just 
trust and obey. 

Faith is irrational. Faith is rational. Faith IS irrational! 
 
 
Chapter Two: Seeing Things For The First Time 
 
The familiarity of our faith can blind us to its obvious absurdities. When we look at our faith as if 
seeing it for the first time we’re reminded that Christianity does not conform to human logic: Arks, 
talking angels, resurrections, invisible souls, atonement, worship, rituals, holy wars, prayer, plagues, 
Levitical law, incarnation, turning the other cheek, heaven, chastity, philanthropy, grace, parables, 
miracles, etc. Some Christians fear that if the faith doesn’t make sense it’ll lose its validity. “What I 
hope to investigate in this book is that perhaps the absurdity of faith is the only way to validate it conclusively. If we 
are looking for something that proves our faith, logic or reason won’t do it. Ironically, it is the fact that our faith is so 
strange that makes it so logically compelling.” (p. 24). 
 
 
Chapter Three: Stop Making Sense 
 
Apologists who try to force faith to “be reasonable and make sense” err in several ways. 
 

1. Reason, the tool most often used to evaluate and judge faith, is itself based upon faith. 
A. Scientists don’t know for sure that what their senses tell them is true and real. 
B. Reason is subjective; look at how often “truth claims” change (paradigm shifts). 
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C. The measurements we impose upon nature (length, weight, hours, and minutes) are 
products of human ingenuity. Imposing reason on matters of faith is also a product 
of human ingenuity.  

D. It takes faith to claim there are no realities beyond the five senses and reason. Trying 
to comprehend matters of faith with reason is like trying to weigh somebody with a 
tape measure. Wrong tool! 

 
2. To make Christianity “scientific” is to take away much of its grandeur. Christianity is bigger 

than empirical observations. “Imagine a Christianity that was finally freed from the perennial struggle to 
prove itself to skeptics and just shine in all its bizarre splendor.” (p. 43). 

3. A finite brain is incapable of embracing an infinite God. 
4. If the claims of Christianity made perfect sense faith would be unnecessary. “It is easy to believe 

in a faith that has been explained, but how likely are we to believe in a faith that violates everything we know 
about truth or reason?” (p. 36). 

 
 

Chapter Four: Two-Dimensional Existence 
 
The fish who thinks the universe is all water errs. The rationalist who thinks there is no truth outside 
of reason errs. Just as our eyes are calibrated to see only a slice of the light spectrum (we can’t see 
ultraviolet light), and our ears can’t hear ultra high frequencies, our brains can’t grasp everything. 
There are spiritual realities beyond our senses. Furthermore, sense data answers “What?” questions, 
not “Why?” questions. We see flowers on the table but to know why they are there we need 
disclosure, revelation. Somebody needs to tell us why they are there. We accept that person’s 
explanation as trustworthy when there is a trusting relationship. In the Christian arena, that revealer 
is God. 
 
 
Chapter Five: All In Your Head 
 
If a human took on a moth’s body and tried to convince other moths to quit following their senses 
and quit flying into flames, would they be persuaded? If they favor rational knowledge (moths are 
genetically programmed to navigate by moon light but get off course by the competing light of a 
flame) over relational knowledge (the benefit of an outsider tipping them off), they’ll get burned. 
Moths (and humans) need revelation. We also need revelation for another reason: it’s more 
satisfying. “Which would you rather know—the breadth of the galaxy and the number of stars in it, or why the 
galaxy is here?” (p. 66). Faith in revelation is one way to expand our knowledge of the “Why?” 
questions. It’s like a sixth sense, observing things the other five senses miss. The finite and infinite 
intersect in revelation. The Bible says God is with us (Gen. 26:24, Josh. 3:7, Isa. 41:10, Jer. 42:11, 
Matt. 28:20). 
 
 
Chapter Six: Guess Who Is At The Door? 
 
We need revelation to answer the “Why?” questions. Empiricism, reason, and science only answer 
the “What?” and “How?” questions. 
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Chapter Seven: In The Flesh 
 
The Bible claims that God reveals himself to us, “I will be with you.” We accept God’s revelation 
(law, prophets, incarnation) by faith. It is futile to try to prove revelation is true for several reasons. 
 

1. Pilate didn’t recognize Jesus’ claims to deity when it was right in front of him (John 
18:28-40) 

2. Israel experienced the miraculous Exodus and still doubted God. 
3. Jesus did not accommodate the many requests he got for validating proofs (John 2:11, 

Mark 8:11, Matt. 16:1, Luke 11:16). 
 
 
Chapter Eight: No Stranger To Nonsense 
 
When Christianity first appeared it was a laughable scandal to sophisticated and intelligent Greek 
culture. The early Christians however did not water down their message even though they knew, 
“Greeks looked for wisdom” (1 Cor. 1:22-23). “In an effort to appear more rational and logical, Christianity 
has gotten away from its roots,” (p. 92).  
 

1. John called Jesus the logos (John 1:1,14) a preposterous notion to the Greeks. 
2. Paul downplayed his academic degrees (1 Cor. 2:1-5). 
3. Paul endured mockery by the intelligentsia of his day (1 Cor. 2:20-21). 
4. Peter didn’t quit preaching his “ridiculous message” when people said he was drunk (Acts 

2:13-15; 4:18-20). 
5. Paul was considered a “babbler” (Acts 17) and “out of his mind” (2 Cor. 5:12-15). 
6. Even Jesus’ message was so bizarre the Pharisees thought he was demon possessed (Mark 

3:20-22, John 8:48, 51-53). 
7. Biblical writers appealed to a revelation originating from beyond five senses: 2 Cor. 4:18, 

Heb. 11:1-3. 
 
Instead of evidence based certitude, people of faith hope for truth. “To hope for something means we have 
some measure of doubt ever obtaining it.” (p. 101). Christians therefore would do well spending less time 
proving and more time proclaiming our experience with Christ. 
 
 
Chapter Nine: Circular Reasoning 
 
“Faith requires acceptance before proof, and reason requires proof before acceptance.” (p. 105). Reason says trust 
what you see; faith says trust what you don’t see. Jump in to the objects of faith before you know 
what you are jumping into. (Matt. 9:28-29, 17:19-20, Luke 8:50, Mark 10:52, Matt. 8:25-26, Matt. 
14:31, Mark 9:21-24, John 20:29, Romans 10:16-17, 1 Peter 1:7-9, John 4:46-47). “Faith is not consumer 
friendly. It is not like bathwater—dip your feet in and if it is too hot or cold you can adjust the mixture. Faith only 
makes sense with both feet in” (p. 109). If this sounds like circular reasoning, it is. Scientific knowledge is 
circular as well. We do not have a tool to measure the veracity of our senses and our reason. If we 
did, how could we trust that tool? We’d need a way to measure the validity of that tool, and a tool to 
measure the validity of that tool…on and on. Also, scientists are not always impartial or objective. 
Prejudice, bias, and subjectivity influences the outcome/conclusions of what many observe. Sloppy 
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scientists see what they want to see, find facts to support their conclusions which are already 
assumed.  
 
 
Chapter Ten: Dialogue 
 
Q. What does a Christian say to the one who says, “I had faith but I still didn’t experience God. I feel no 
leading, no promptings, no relationship, and no divine presence. When I read the Bible it’s flat and doesn’t move me.” 
 
A. Experience follows obedience. Abraham experienced God not because of daily devotions, 
church, or sermons but by obedience. He didn’t just observe; he participated. “It is more likely that we 
hear God speak when we act out the faith we read of in the Bible.” (p. 119).  
 
 
Chapter Eleven: Discontent 
 
“In a world of complexity and uncertainty, human reason has lifted itself out of the jungle of mystery and sought to 
impose its order on the world,” (p. 132). “Rationalism has cut the universe in half and permits only those things that 
follow the patters we observe, which we call ‘natural law,’” (p. 132). Christians are therefore understandably 
unhappy (discontent) with this widespread enterprise. “Christians don’t reject reason, only its supremacy,” 
(p. 135). 
 
 
Chapter Twelve: Echoes of God 
 
Christians are not “rational anarchists. There is a time and place for logic and reason,” (p. 138). 
Scripture endorses the use of reason: Isa. 1:18, Acts 26:24-25, 1 Peter 3:15, James 3:17, Jude 10, 1 
Cor. 13:11. Jesus used logic: Matt. 12:10-12, Luke 20:20-40. 
 
 
Chapter Thirteen: What Can I Say? 
 
“I think the truth that grace is absurd helps me nail down it’s divine source,” (p. 155). “We don’t have arguments for 
God, because God didn’t either. Remember, God didn’t send us a list of ideas, hoping we’d catch on. God sent us a 
series of laws that were completed in the person of Jesus,” (p. 155). “The absurd bears the signature of something 
beyond the human mind. There is something so extravagantly foreign about every facet of the Christian faith that 
makes me wonder where it was all cooked up,” (p. 159-160). If our faith was of human origin it’d be tidier, 
kinder, and easier to digest. And yet Jesus said things like, “Die to self.” 
 
 
Chapter Fourteen: The Dream Of God 
 
“Revelation always trumps empirical data because the senses tell us only what we can see while revelation tells us what 
we can’t. We can only see from our very limited place within the universe. We need a view from the perspective of the 
One who created the universe—not only what his intentions were in the first place but beyond the brief span of sin,” 
(p. 166). 


